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LE ERS 


SURGE ON. 


SIR, 


'OU defire me to communicate to you 
any obſervations on the venereal diſ- 
eaſe which I think may be uſeful, 

J will endeavour to comply with your re- 
queſt, and wiſh what I ſend you may be warty 
your peruſal and attention. 

It will be unneceſſary to ſay any thing of the 
origin and progreſs of this diſtemper, as they 
are circumſtances chiefly of curioſity ; nor 
. ſhall I methodiſe what I have to offer, by the 

diſtinction of ſections for particular ſymp- 
B toms z 
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21 
toms; but without much order or ſtudied regu- 
larity you muſt take my thoughts juſt as they 
occur. 

You tell me that having had few opportunities 
of practice in this diſeaſe you have been led into 
errors and perplexities by relying, as you ima- 
gine, too much upon the directions of au- 

thors. I do not at all wonder at this: tis the 
| misfortune of thoſe who have the moſt occa- 
fion for the aſſiſtance of phyſical books, to be 
leaſt capable of receiving benefit from them 
for after reading various opinions upon the 
ſame ſubject, and many of them perhaps plau- 
ſibly written, a good deal of experience is till 
neceſſary to determine which may be purfued 
with the moſt advantage. I am thinking 
ö therefore that I may properly enough anſwer 
| the purpoſe of your requeſt, by making ſome 
curſory remarks upon the writers of this 
claſs. In doing this, I ſhall attempt only to 
obviate the miſchiefs which may ariſe from 
what I preſume ate their principal errors ; 
leaving the reſt of their works for your con- 
fideration in the courſe of your practice. As 
to what you mention of my recommending 
to you * books on this ſubject, I beg 
leave 
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leave only to give one general rule: read any 
of them, but read with caution, without relying 
farther on the opinions of others than as they 
ſtrictly correſpond with appearances, and your 
own obſervation of facts. 

It would be tedious as well as uſeleſs to take 
a view of the multitude of authors who have 
written on the venereal diſeaſe. .I ſhall fix 
therefore, if you pleaſe, upon two, whoſe 
books have been generally read, and are 
reckoned the ſtandard performances on this 
diſtemper. The two writers I mean, are our 
countryman Turner, and the celebrated Affruc 
of Paris. 


I ſhall begin with Turner's account of a go- 
norrhœa; and to fave your time as well as my 
own, ſhall, as I hinted before, remark only 
the particular parts which I think eſſentially 
wrong. I ſhallenter very early upon this taſk, 
as I preſume the doctor is in an error at his 
ſetting out, I mean in his definition of a gonor- 
rhœa. If you will conſult his Syyhilis you 
will find it is his opinion, that the diſcharge 
in a clap proceeds from ulcers in the urethra. 
To ſome it may ſeem of little importance to 
know whether the diſcharge is a real pus or 

| B 2 matter 
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matter flowing from ulcers in the paſſage, or 
whether it is an increaſed quantity of the natu- 
ral mucus ouſing from the glands of the ure- 
thra in men, and of the urethra and vagina in 
women, ariſing from an irritation excited by 
the venereal taint. For my own part, I think 
the ſettling this point a very neceſſary circum- 
ſtance to the cure; and as I look upon the 
latter opinion to be true, I ſhall endeavour to 
prove, that ulcers in the paſſage are not pro- 
duced in a gonorrhea, With this view give 
me leave firſt to mention an inſtance or two of 
ſome appearances that occur in other diſorders, 
and which, on ſome accounts, may be deemed 
analogous to the diſcharge in a clap. 


We daily ſee inſtances of perſons who from 

a cold have a running at the noſe, which for 
ſome time is quite equal in quantity to 
what uſually happens in claps. Here, how- 
ever, we have no ſuſpicions of an ulcer in 
the noſe, whoſe internal ſurface is not unlike 
that of the urethra. The ſame may be obſerved 
from humours ſettling on the internal mem- 
brane of the eye-lids, from whence tho' a 
watry humour generally flows, yet in many 
inſtances the diſcharge is purulent and very 
conſiderable 
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conſiderable in quantity. Do ulcers furniſh 
this ? Upon examination you will find the 
internal membrane of the eye-lids diſtend- 
ed and inflamed, but not the leaſt appear- 
ance of ulceration. Here then you have a con- 
ſiderable diſcharge, attended likewiſe with 
pain, another ſymptom of the gonorrhea, and 
yet no ulceration, Several inſtances of this 
kind might be produced. What a quantity of 
yellow or green-coloured diſcharge proceeds 
from the lungs of many perſons who never 
had either impoſthumations or ulcers there ? 
But to come to the parts which are principally 
affected in a gonorrhea. Inftances frequently 
happen where the venereal taint ſeems to have 
injured only the outfide of the glans and the 
inner ſurface of the foreſkin. You ſome- 
times ſee a very large diſcharge from theſe, 
which will prove infectious to a woman 
who has commerce with ſuch a perſon, and 
fome caſes of this kind require a good deal 
of care and attention in the cure. This diſ- 
order is undoubtedly a clap, and is deſcribed 
as ſuch by Aftruc under the name of gonorrhea 
ſpuria. Here then the diſeaſe being fituated 
externally, the effects of the venercal taint are 
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plainly viſible. What is the reſult of your 
examination? Not the leaſt appearance of ul 
ceration is found, but the diſcharge ſeems to 
be an increaſed and morbid ſecretion from the a 
odoriferous glands and the neigbouring parts. 

Another very convincing proof may be col- 
lected from what happens in a venereal ſwelling 
and inflammation of the teſticles. This ac- 
cident, which 'is often owing to the patient's 
irregularity and imprudence, or to an improper 
method of treating the gonorrhea, not unuſu- 
il ally comes on at the height or worſt ſtate of 
if the diſeaſe ; conſequently the ulcers, if there 
are any, muſt then be as bad as they can be at 
any time. In this ſtate, however, we ſome- 
| times find the diſcharge is intirely ſtopped in a 
| few hours, and inſtead of it the patient has a 
very painful iwelling and inflammation of one 
or both teſticles. Immediately upon this ſup- 4 
| preſſion of the diſcharge, the pain in making | 
if Water, which was before very violent, gene- g 
I rally ceaſes. What is become then of the ſup- 
lt poſed ulcers ? are they healed inſtantaneouſly ? 
or is the urine, the paſſage of which gave 
great pain before, become ſuddenly ſo mild 
and mottenfive as not to cauſe now the leaſt 
? diſturbance ? 
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diſturbance? It is impoſſible this ſhould be the 
caſe, ſince the urine in the mildeſt ſtate would 
be apt to give ſome pain 1n paſſing over parts 
that are ulcerated ; and it is natural to ſuppoſe 
that the inflammation which often upon theſe 
occaſions affects the blood in general (for we 
frequently find the blood ſizy in theſe caſes) 
ſhould rather increaſe than leſſen the heat and 
ſharpneſs of the urine. What follows will 


ſerve to explain this affair. 


You bleed the patient for this ſwelling and 
inflammation of the teſticles, and uſing cooling 
means internally as well as emollients outward- 
ly, you abate theſe ſymptoms ; and generally, 
tho' not always indeed, the running appears in 


| ſome degree again, attended with pain in mak- 


ing water. The evacuations have probably 
very much leſſened this laſt complaint; but 
ſtill as the running comes on, the pain in mak- 
ing water is oftentimes increaſed conſiderably, 
with a return of the chordee, another ſymp- 
tom which vaniſhed likewiſe upon the late 
ſuppreſſion of the diſcharge. Is it not plain 
from hence that there is no ulceration in theſe 


caſes, and that the pain in the paſſage is occa- 


ſioned by the flowing of the diſcharge, the 
B 4 peculiar 


[8] 
peculiar acrimony of which irritates the parts, 
and produces painful ſenſations ? 

It is ſurpriſing that this opinion of ulcers 
being formed in the paſſage ſhould have been 
ſo long taught and believed, when there are fo 
many apparent reaſons to the contrary. It 
may ſeem needleſs perhaps to offer any other 
arguments to prove the fallacy of it ; but as it 
has been the received opinion, and as I think 


productive of many bad conſequences in pra- 


ctice, I cannot omit two or three others (and 
more might be produced) to corroborate 
what I have already ſaid. 

There is a diſeaſe, you know, very common 
to women, which is ſometimes reckoned diffi- 
cult to be diſtinguiſhed from a clap, I mean 
the whites, a term not always applicable to the 
diſeaſe, ſince you will frequently find in theſe 


caſes not only a very large and purulent diſ- 
charge, but it appears of as bad a colour and 
conſiſtence as the moſt virulent running. 
Notwithſtanding this, you do not upon exa- 
mination find any ulcers in the vagina, Why 
then muſt there be ulcers there when a diſ- 
charge directly ſimilar in its quantity, colour 
and conſiſtence, ariſes from a venereal cauſe ? 


The 
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The uſe of bougles furniſhes us with another 
very good reaſon to diſbelieve the exiſtence of 
ulcers in a gonorrhœa, at leaſt it ſerves as a 
negative proof, by ſhowing that matter, or an 
appearance of matter, may be procured by in- 
troducing a bougie into the paſſage, and letting 
it lie there a certain time. Upon removing 
the bougie you generally find it ſmeared over 
with a ſubſtance like matter, and ( which 
will ſeem extraordinary to perſons unacquaint- 
ed with their uſe and application) this appear- 


ance will be produced in a ſound as well as 


a diſeaſed body. In ſhort, whatever irritates 
the glands of the urethra, and makes them 
yield an increaſed quantity of their mucus, - 
which is conſtantly ſeparating to keep the 
paſſage ſoft and ſmooth, and to defend it from 
being irritated and inflamed by the heat and 
falts of the urine, will moſt probably occaſion 
this appearance of matter. I ſhall end what 1 
have to ſay upon the ſuppoſed ulcers, by men- 
tioning one circumſtance more. 

A great number of bodies have been opened 
who were affected with this diſeaſe when 
they died. The ſtate of the parts, thus dif- 
eaſed, has been carefully examined by our 

moſt 
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moſt celebrated anatomiſts; and the reſult of 
ſuch enquiries has, as far as I can learn, al- 
ways contradicted the received opinion of 
ulcers. 

Having ſhown how little reaſon there is to 
ſappoſe ulcers are formed in the urethra, 'tis 
unneceſſary to mention all the errors into which 
ſuch an opinion leads. I ſhall juſt make ſome 
remarks, however, upon the influence which 
it ſeems to have had upon the practice of doc- 
tor Turner. His general method of curing a 
gonorrhœa was by giving large doſes of calo- 
mel mixed with ſome of the ſtrong purgatives, 
as the pil. coch. min. or pil. ex duobus, 1 5 or 
20 grains of the calomel to 2j 3ſs or dij of one 
of theſe pills. This doſe was to be given every 
night if the patient could bear it, or elſe every 
other night; and I preſume ſuch a doſe re- 
peated every other night only would be ſuffi- 
cient to weaken and injure moſt conſtitutions 
of a moderate degree of ſtrength. Theſe he 
tells you were the purges commonly uſed by 
the ſurgeons of the town. Tis true he gives 
ſome hints that different purges may upon 
ſome occaſions be preferable, as in bilious or 
hectic habits he adviſes thoſe of the cooler 
ſort, 


[ 1x } 
ſort, but here likewiſe orders xij or xv 
grains of calomel to be given over night. 
He afterwards recommends an opiate to be 
taken in the evenings of the purging days, 
to diſpoſe the patient to reſt after the tu- 
mult raiſed in the blood by the preceding 
medicines. The neceſſity of an opiate for 
this purpoſe implies the impropriety of the 
doſe, for violent purging is hardly ever pro- 
per in a gonorrhœa, eſpecially in the begin- 
ning; and whatever purge is ſtrong enough to 
raiſe this commotion, is ſurely much better 
omitted. In ſhort, you ſee, without attempting 
to moderate the ſymptoms cauſed by the acri- 
mony of the diicharge, or endeavouring to 
regulate the running, ſo that it be not too 
haſtily forced on or too ſuddenly check'd ; 
without proceeding upon any rational proceſs - 
in the cure according to the different ſtages of 
the diſeaſe, immediate recourſe is had to large 
quantities of mercury, in order to deſtroy the 
venereal poiſon, to bring the ſuppoſed ulcers to 
digeſtion, and put them into a ftate of heal- 
ing. On the contrary, how often by this means 
may the painful ſymptoms be aggravated, the 
conſtitution harraſſed, the ſtrength impaired, 
and the patient perhaps hurried into an un- 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary ſalivation? It appears I believe from 


what I have already faid, that the doctor 


had but an imperfe& idea of a gonorrhea; 


and this will be ſeen ſtill more if we confider 
the method in which he treats the ſwelling 
and inflammation of the teſticles. This com- 
plaint you know generally ariſes from a ſud- 


den ſuppreſſion of the running, and is a ſymp- 


tom fo dependent upon the management of it, 


that a perſon who treats the one improperly 
will not remove the other much more judici- 
ouſly. 

The immediate cauſe of this ſwelling of 
the teſticles, as I obſerved, is generally attri- 


buted to a too ſudden ſuppreſſion of the run- 
ning ; but the circumſtances which bring on 


the ſuppreſſion are various and neceſſary to be 


attended to. 

Strong purges, particularly of the mercurial 
kind, are very apt to produce this complaint: 
they heat and diſorder the body in general, 
and by their irritation force the humours too 
precipitantly upon the urinary paſſage. 

A more than ordinary degree of ſharpneſs 
in the diſcharge occaſioning violent pain, is 
another cauſe of this complaint. 


—— — =O. bs 3 


[ 13 ] 

A full habit of body, heated by inten- 
perance or ſtrong exerciſe, diſpoſes the 
conſtitution very much to this diſorder; 5 and 
in ſuch a ſtate the addition of a common cold 
may give riſe to this inflammatory ſwelling. 

In ſhort, whatever will throw a great fluxion 
of humours on the urethra and its ſecretory 
glands which are already inflamed, will oc- 
caſion a proportionable increaſe of inflamma- 
tion, pain and tenſion ; and any parts in ſuch 
a ſtate we know will yield but very little diſ- 
charge: hence the running being in a. great 
meaſure ſtopped or totally ſuppreſſed, the 
humours are probably determined to the teſti- 
ce. = 

I muſt not omit another very common cauſe 
of this diforder, namely, balſamic and reſtrin- 
gent medicines improperly adminiſtered ei- 
ther internally or by way of injection. 

The ſymptoms of this complaint are a heat, 
pain and ſwelling of one or both teſticles, the 
pain ſometimes extending up the groin. A 
ſwelling likewiſe and inflammation of the ſcro- 
tum, attended often with the uſual ſymptoms 
of inflammatory fevers. 

One would ſuppoſe in ſuch a caſe, that be- 
hides the common emollient applications to 

ſoften 
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ſoften and relax the diſtended, painful parts, 
together with a truſs or ſome other bandage 

to ſupport the weight of the ſwelling ; ; I fay 
excluſive of theſe, one would imagine imme- 
diate recourſe ſhould be had to the general 
methods for removing inflammatory ſwellings, 
preferring probably ſuch particular evacuation F 
as according to the nature of the caſe ſhall ſeem 
beſt calculated to leſſen the fluxion, and derive 
the humours from the diſordered parts. 

What is it doctor Turner propoſes for the re- 

moval of theſe inflammatory ſymptoms? a very 

ſtrong, heating purge, of pil. ex duobus and 

calomel: the doſe to be repeated for ſome days, 
when if the running appears again, the ſame 

is to be given at proper intervals to purge off 
this running. Neither reaſon or experience 

juſtify ſuch practice, which will not only be 

liable to injure the conſtitution, but will often 
aggravate the ſymptoms inſtead of removing 
them. And why is all this violence thought 
neceſſary? the running it ſeems is ſtopped, 
and muſt be forced on again. It is cer- 
tainly a very rational intention to endea- 
vour at procuring a freſh running, but this 
may be done by gentler means, ſuch as 


wil more effectually anſwer the end propoſed 
without 
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without hazarding any ill conſequence. It ap- 
pears by the doctor's own account that this 
method was not always ſucceſsful, tho' he ſays . 
it uſually diſperſed the ſwelling ; for he im- 
mediately adds, if notwithſtanding this method 
of purging, the pain and fluxion ſtill increaſe 
with inflammation threatening an-abceſs, you 
muſt vomit the patient with turpeth. mineral. 
repeated at due intervals till the tumour ſub- 
ſides, and then purge off the running. Abſceſſes 
are very uncommon terminations of theſe ſwel- 
lings whenthey are properly treated, but I make 
no doubt the doctor had ſeen ſuch accidents, 
as the heating, violent purges which he directs 


would naturally enough produce a ſuppura- 


tion by increaſing the inflammatory ſymptoms. 
As to vomits, which he propoſes if the purges 
fail, there can be no objection to this me- 
thod of evacuation in moſt inſtances ;' but why 
muſt they be mercurial vomits ? Others will 
have an equal good effect, and the turpeth. 
mineral. which he recommends, is very apt to 
to work roughly and uncertainly. Beſides, if the 
mercurial partieles enter the eourſe of the cir- 
culation, they may bring on a ſpitting, notwith- 
ſtanding all your care to prevent it, eſpecially 

when 
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when mercurial purges have preceded ; or at 
leaſt they will heat and inflame the blood, 
which ſhould be by every means avoided, as 
contrary to any rational intention of cure. 

You will not heſitate to own the unfitneſs 
of the doctor's directions; but you will ſay per- 
haps that the preſent practice differs conſider- 
ably in the manner of treating this diſtemper. 
I am convinced that there are many practi- 
tioners who treat every circumſtance of 
the diſeaſe with much propriety and judge- 
ment; but I cannot allow that the inſtructions 
of doctor Turner are wholly laid afide : daily 
inſtances prove the contrary : nor is it at all 
ſurpriſing that opinions which a few years ago 
were the eſtabliſhed rules of practice, ſhould 
be often adhered to now. 

The next article which our author mentions 
is the bubo: but that complaint is much 
oftener owing to the more malignant ſpecies 
of the veneteal diſeaſe than to a gonorrhea. 

We come then laſtly to the diſorder termed 
a caruncle ; a complaint, which till within a 
few years ſeems to have been very imperfectly 


underſtood by the generality of ſurgeons, and 
from 
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from miſtaken notions of its cauſes practitio- 
ners were formerly led into ſuch attempts to 
cure it as generally proved unſucceſsful, always 
painful, and ſometimes fatal to the patient, 

In order to give an account of this diſorder, 
which you particularly deſire, I muſt deviate 
from my firſt intention of examining only the 
opinions of Turner and Aftruc ; for tho' the 
complaint is treated of by both thoſe writers, 
yet we may, I imagine, form a better idea of 
the diſeaſe by taking a ſhort view of the hiſto- 
ry of it. 

It was originally the opinion that the ſtop- 
pages in the urethra aroſe from fleſhy ſub- 
ſtances growing there ; conformable to which 
idea they termed the diſeaſe a caruncle or car- 
noiity. I ſhall go no farther back than to our 
countryman Wiſeman, who gives, I believe, as 
full an account of the complaint as any pre- 
ceding writer. * He deſcribes caruncles to 
be little grains of looſe fleſh, arifing in the 
urethra from the eroſion of the venereal mat- 
ter; that they gradually increaſe in ſize, un- 
leſs properly treated, and not only increaſe, 
but become callous ; as in time, he ſays, does 


C the 
* 550. Folio edit. 


[18], 
the whole paſſage; and then the diſorder 
takes the name of a carnoſity. 

The cure he ingenuouſly owns to be no eaſy 
taſk. He mentions two methods of extirpat- 
ing theſe ſubſtances; by medicines to con- 
ſume them, or by mere force with wax can- 
dles, probes of lead, filver, or ſteel, to tear 
and break the fleſhy ſubſtances in pieces. 

If the caruncle is recent, he propoſes to * 
cruſh it to pieces by the common wax candle ; 
but if this method fails, he then adviſes the 
uſe of medicated candles. Amongſt the ingre- 
dients of which theſe are compoſed, are alum, 
red precipitate, and calcined vitriol. The end 
or medicated part of this candle is to be placed 
upon the caruncle in order to conſume it ; 
but if it cannot be paſſed beyond the carun- 
cle, you are then to convey a piece of cauſtic 
thro' a canula to the caruncle, and deſtroy 
it by that means. Should it happen that 
the caruncle is fituated far up the urethra, and 
you can neither paſs the candle beyond it, nor 
introduce the canula to reach it, you are to 


attempt with a leaden probe to preſs upon it, 
and break or tear it off, 


One 
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One cannot think of all this violence upon 
| * very ſenſible a part without horror; nor can 
one upon this occaſion help reflecting on the 

b | mona of hypotheſes, and how cautious 

a man ought to be in taking any opinion upon 
4 | truſt, where there is a poſſibility of examining 
into the reality of the circumſtances. In the 
7 preſent caſe, the theory, however diſagreeable 
1. in practice, appears plauſible. Twas the ſet- 
tled opinion, that the running of a clap pro- 
ceeded from ulcers in the urethra : it was ima- 
gined, reaſonably enough upon this ſuppoſi- 
tion, that looſe ſpungy fleſh might ſometimes 
* ariſe from theſe ulcers ; and as theſe ſubſtances 
became larger, they in a proportionable degree 
might hinder the free current of the urine. 
The method which was purſued for relief, 
> tho' painful and dangerous, was agreeable to 
the theory; that is, to break thro' and ſepa- 
rate theſe fleſhy ſubſtances from the internal 
> ſurface of the urethra; or, if that method fail- 
ed, to deſtroy them by corroſive medicines. 
Many reaſons might prevent a better know- 
2 ledge of this diſtemper formerly. The gonor- 
3 rhaa was leſs frequent than in later times, con- 
ſequently fewer inſtances were likely to occur 


C2 of 
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of the ill effects of it; caruncles, as they were 
called, were often miſtaken for the ſtone; and 
as the operation for that diſorder was leſs prac- 
tiſed at that time, the true cauſe of the patient's 
complaint was probably never known; and 
what contributed much to the ignorance of 
_ practitioners in this reſpect, was the neglect of 
opening diſeaſed bodies. Time however made 
a good deal of alteration in theſe particulars, 
and the complaint became more the ſubje& of 
enquiry. | 

Dionis was, I believe, the firſt who pub- 
liſhed a different account of the cauſe of this 
diſorder. + He tells us, þ that the exiſtence of 
excreſcences in the urethra was an opinion ſo 
firmly eſtabliſhed by his predeceſſors that no 
one preſumed to diſpute it; and yet, ſays he, 
upon carefully examining bodies who were 
ſaid to have had this diſeaſe when they died, 
I could never diſcover any excreſcence ; nor 
have ever met with a ſurgeon, whoſe autho- 
rity might be relied on, that aſſerted he had 
ſeen any. The way that Dionrs accounts for 
the obſtructions is, by attributing them to the 


urethra having been corroded and ulcerated by 
the 
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the venereal matter; that the ſcars or cicatrices 
which were left after healing the ulcers, being 
hard and of a callous diſpoſition, leſſen the 
diameter of the urethra, hinder conſequently 
the free paſſage of the urine, and obſtruct the 
introduction of the probe, which obſtruction to 
the probe's paſſing was thought to be owing 
to a carnoſity. I make no doubt but Dzonzs 
examined ſeveral bodies who died with this 
diſeaſe upon them, and I verily believe he 
found no excreſcence or caruncle. I do not 
diſpute that he might ſometimes diſcover hard- 
neſſes in the paſſage, and as it was generally 
imagined that the matter of a clap ulcerated 
the parts, it is not at all ſurpriſing theſe hard- 
neſſes ſnould be imputed to the ſcars of former 
ulcers. Dionis found very little advantage, as 


; he himſelf acknowledges, to reſult from his 


enquiries, the method which he propoſes for 
the cure being nearly the ſame as was recom- 
mended by his predeceſſors. This notion of 
ſcars, however, became the prevailing opinion, 
and is ſtill one of the many cauſes ſaid by ſome 
to produce the complaint. But whatever rea- 
ſon inclined him, as well as ſeveral ſucceeding 
practitioners, to attribute the ſtoppages to this 

E cauſe, 
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cauſe, the method which they took to remove 
them had a palpable inconſiſtency in the at- 
tempt. They tell you that the complaint is 
owing to the paſſage having been corroded 
with ulcers, and that the hard cicatrices or 
ſcars of theſe ulcers do in a greater or leſs 
degree ſtop the canal. How do they propoſe 
to remedy this evil ? By deſtroying theſe hard- 
neſſes with corroſive applications, which, if 
they really effect what is deſigned by them, 
muſt neceſſarily produce ulcers of at leaſt as 
oreat an extent as the former were ſuppoſed to 
be, and of courſe the ſcars or cicatrices of 
theſe freſh ulcers muſt leave the parts in full 
as bad a ſtate or worſe than they were before. 


It will be needleſs to mention every writer 
who took notice, after Dionis, of this diſor- 


der. The opinion of its cauſe, at leaſt the 
method of cure, proceeded for a confiderable 
time in that kind of regular ſucceſſion of er- 
ror, which in phyſical matters has ſometimes 
happened in other inſtances. 


I ſhall paſs therefore to Miruc, who Aiſtin- 


guiſhes theſe obſtacles into various kinds“; 


as ulcers, caruncles, cicatrices, &c. and gives 
an account of ſeveral methods which had 


been 
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been brought into practice for the cure of 
them; as by corroſive medicines; by making 
an inciſion into the urethra to lay the ob- 
ſtacles in view, and after removing them by 
different applications, ſuitable to their different 
ſtates, to heal up the inciſion; likewiſe by di- 
lating the narrow or contracted part of the 
urethra with tents, which, while they lay in 
the paſſage, became larger by the moiſture of 
the parts, and opened the canal in proportion. 

All theſe methods he diſapproves, and pre- 
fers the uſe of rods or probes made of ductile 
lead. One of theſe, of a ſmall ſize, is to be 
paſſed to the obſtacle, and, if it cannot at firſt 
be introduced into the bladder, is to be put as 
far into the paſſage as you can without giving 
much pain. It is to remain a few hours every 
day in the urethra till it can be paſſed freely 
and eaſily into the bladder; and then others 
of larger ſize are to be uſed till the paſſage is 
ſufficiently dilated and opened, and the urine 
has a free diſcharge. 

Le Dran, in his excellent account of 5 
J/tula in perinæo *, which complaint, as he has 
obſerved; generally owes its origin to ſome diſ- 
CG & order 
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order in the urethra, propoſes to ſoften the 
calloſities, promote a ſuppuration, and enlarge 
the canal by the following method. He di- 
rects that a piece of cat- gut be paſſed as far as 
you can into the urethra, and, being left there 
a certain time, it will ſwell by the moiſture 
which it imbibes, and will in ſome degree open 
the paſſage. When cat-gut of different ſizes 


can be readily paſſed into the bladder, you are 


then to uſe linen that has been dipped in melt- 


ed wax and afterwards rolled upon the cat- gut 


in the form of a bougie; which he thinks will 
yield leſs than the ſimple cat- gut to the in- 
equalities of the urethra, and therefore widen 
the diameter of it more effectually. To pre- 
vent a relapſe, which he has known to happen 
three years after the cure ſeemed to be com- 
pleated, he adviſes that the bougie be ſome- 
times uſed after the obſtacles are removed. 
Col de Vilars x, another writer of great emi- 
nence and credit, gives directions for making 
bougies, which will gradually and eaſily diſtend 
the urethra at the ſame time that they ſoften 
and relax its fibres: with theſe, he ſays, you 


may cure the moſt obſtinate or inveterate 


caſe 5 
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caſe; but obſerves that as the urethra has a 
diſpoſition to contract, (I ſuppoſes he means 
after ſome bad caſes) he adviſes by way of 
precaution or prevention, that the bougie be 
uſed once a month after the cure. 

I muſt now recur to our own country men, 
by whom very little was publiſhed fince Miſe- 
man, at leaſt very little materially different 
from what he had obſerved. Turner's account 


is taken chiefly from Miſeman. But tho' very 


little was publiſhed on the diforder, yet our 
beſt practitioners were not idle in their at- 
tempts to cure it. The methods which I have 
juſt related were the ſubjects of their ex- 
periments, and they frequently ſuccceded in 
purſuance of the means recommended by 
Le Dran and Col de Vilars. The method par- 
ticularly of Col de Vilars, if carefully attended 
to, was capable of procuring remarkable ad- 
vantages; and yet the general practice was 
not ſo much benefited by it, as might 
have been expected. The reaſon of this 
ſeems deducible from the falſe or imperfe& 
notions which were held concerning the 
cauſes of the obſtructions. Some imagining 
them owing to excreſcences or caruncles, uſed 


his plain and well formed bougie only to break 
thro 
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thro' and repreſs theſe : ſome attributed them 
to the hard ſcars of former ulcers, and con- 
tented themſelves with overcoming and getting 
beyond the reſiſtances which theſe were 
thought to occaſion, without leaving the bou- 
gie long enough in the paſſage to ſoften and 
diſtend it : others, and particularly ſome who 
have been long as eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
their knowledge and integrity, as rank in their 
profeſſion, diſcovering upon many examina- 
tions neither excreſcences nor cicatrices of 
former ulcers, but a mere contraction of the 
diameter of the canal, and ſometimes hard- 
neſſes, formed their bougies of ſuch a con- 
fiſtence as to be paſſed along the urethra, 
yet pliable enough to yield to the courſe 
of the paſſage ; and tho' ſufficiently firm to 
diſtend gently and gradually, yet ſoft enough 
to continue in the urethra without creating 
much pain or uneaſineſs; procuring hereby 


every appearance which Daran (whom I ſhall 


ſpeak of next) claims to be the peculiar 
property of his bougies, and likewiſe the ſame 
advantages in every reſpect, as general ex- 
perience now abundantly teſtifies. 

Thus had continued the ſtate of this affair 
ſome years before Daran publiſhed his Preli- 


miunary 


1 
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minary diſcourſe, wherein he undertakes to give 
an account of this diſeaſe. I ſhall, agreeable 
to your requeſt, ſend you my opinion upon 
that performance, and ſhall examine what ad- 
> vantages may have ariſen from it to the pub- 
lick. 
| Many opinions you fee were entertained in 
q different times about the cauſes of the obſtruc- 
; tions, nor were the real cauſes publickly de- 
termined when Daran wrote his book. Some 
embraced one opinion, ſome another, and 
others acknowledged all the imputed cauſes. 
In this uncertainty, the clearing up of which 
to the publick ſeemed a circumſtance of im- 
portance, it was to be hoped ſome one, 
after a diligent and extenfive enquiry into 
caſes of this kind, would diſcuſs the point can- 
didly and uninfluenced by common opinions. 
What perſon, according to his own account, 
ſhould ſeem better qualified for this taſk than 
Daran? who, as he tells the world I, has al- 
ways made venereal complaints, and particu- 
larly thoſe of the urethra, his chief ſtudy. 
His boaſted experience of“ twenty years muſt, 
L one would imagine, have enabled him to give 
3 this ſatisfaction to the publick, and to have re- 
jected 
t 177. Diſc. Prelimin. P. 3. 
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jected with certainty and authority the me- 


thods which were recommended from mi- 


ſtaken notions. - Abundant opportunities ſeem 
to have offered. Some patients might not ap- 
ply to him till it was too late to affiſt them. 
Age or accidental illneſs might prove fatal to 
others before the cure of the obſtructions could 
be compleated ; nay he acquaints us + that 200 
of his patients failed of cure by their diſeaſe 
being complicated with ſome other diſorder. 


Is it not ſtrange that he ſhould want curioſity 


to examine the rea! ſtate of the parts diſeaſed, 
in order to ſettle a point which he labours to 
do afterwards, chiefly from the authority of 
other people's opinions ? The opening of dead 
bodies is readily enough allowed amongſt the 
French; and, when a ſingle part only was to 
be the ſubject of inſpection, the doing it could. 


be attended with little difficulty or trouble. 


We might have expected therefore, as he at- 
tributes the diſorder to * many cauſes, that he 
would have preſerved ſome of the real diſeaſed 
parts, and have had inſtances of each kind of 
obſtruction. Thus ſome ſhould have ſhown 
caruncles of different ſizes and forms ; others 


ulcers; others cicatrices ; and ſo of the reſt. 
| Such 
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Such a collection, as it would have been very 
ſatisfactory to the curious, would have been 
likewiſe a ſtrong enforcement and confirmation 
of his own doctrine. On the contrary, Daran 
adopts at once the whole liſt of cauſes men- 
tioned by 4/iruc and others. 

It would exceed the bounds of my preſent 
deſign to comment upon every part of this per- 
| formance ; give me leave, however, to offer 
ſome ſpecimens of this author's manner of rea- 
ſoning, and to make ſome remarks upon a few 
of the molt intereſting of his aſſertions. | 

Daran is a great advocate for the“ exiſtenceof 
caruncles, the reality of which he undertakes to 
determine. He acknowledges + that Dionis 
and Palfyn, two very celebrated ſurgeons and 
anatomilts, declare, that upon frequent exami- 
nation of bodies who died with obſtructions in 
the urethra, they never could diſcover any ex- 
creſcences; and Palfyn he fays ſeems to have 
given this opinion after due reflection . Monl. 
Petit is mentioned upon the ſame occaſion; 
who, according to Daran ||, had more oppor- 
tunities than any other man in Europe to in- 
form himſelf, by diſſection, of the nature of 


venereal complaints. Monſ. Petit declares, 
| that 
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that he had opened ſeveral perſons in whom 
excreſcences or cicatrices were expected to 
be found ; but that, on the contrary, the in- 
ternal ſurface of the urethra was free from 
any ſuch appearances. De /a Faye *, another 
very eminent ſurgeon, made the ſame exa- 
mination on à great number of bodies, and 
with the ſame remark. In anſwer to theſe 
facts, Daran inſinuates that the accounts are 
not true +. It is poſſible, he ſays, tho' it ap- 
pears very extraordinary, that in the number 
of bodies examined by theſe anatomiſts, there 
ſhould be none who had carnoſities. But, as 
impeaching the integrity and candour of theſe 
celebrated men might be inſufficient to de- 
ſtroy their authority, he endeavours to invali- 
date their teſtimony by the following very 
extraordinary obſervation; viz. that as the 
number of thoſe bodies which have not been 
examined is infinitely greater than thoſe 
which have, the negative argument of the 
latter proves nothing. | 

He afterwards mentions two or three more 
circumſtances to favour this opinion, which 


are as little concluſive as his other arguments ; 


and endeavours, by the moſt ſtrained con- 


ſtruction, 
© Fi 23- 
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ſtruction, to make * Dzonzs prove the exiſtence 


of caruncles, notwithſtanding he had juſt before 


quoted him as abſolutely denying them. He 
likewiſe takes notice + of one caſe, which, 
tho' he did not ſee it, yet he. ſeems to rely 
much upon; where an excreſcence ſhot out ſo 


far from the orifice of the urethra, that the 


patient was ſometimes obliged to cut off part 
of it with his ſciſſars. I will not deny the 
reality of this caſe, but being at leaſt an unuſual 
appearance, it does not properly ſerve to prove 
a general doctrine. 

Daran I think ſeems tacitly to allow, 
that caruncles are not often the objects of 


fight, and chuſes to rely chiefly on the ſenſe 


of feeling ; for after bringing teſtimonies of 
authors in favour, as he imagines, of carun- 
cles, he diſclaims their affiſtance, and offers 
to prove the reality of caruncles by the touch. 
Why, ſays he 7, ſhould I call in the affi- 
ſtance of the dead, when the living can ſpeak 


for me? Iam ready to convince the moſt in- 


. credulous by making them feel the carnoſities, 


ſo as not to leave the leaſt doubt of their exi- 


ſence. I will demonſtrate to them, as far as 
it 
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it is poſſible, that excreſcences, quite different 


from ſtrictures cauſed by cicatrices, are 
formed in the urethra. You will obſerve here, 
that he firſt ſays he will convince the moſt 
incredulous, ſo as not to leave the leaſt doubt; 
yet immediately adds, that he will demonſtrate 
to them, as far as it is s poſſible, that hens are 
real excreſcences. 

This author, tho' he imagines 3 * carun- 
cles or calloſities are the moſt frequent cauſes 
of the obſtructions, yet inſiſts that the original 
ulcers of the gonorrhœa, from whence theſe 
obſtructions are ſuppoſed to be produced, do 
ſtill remain; that the caruncles and calloſities 
are only + incruſtations which hide venereal 
ulcers, and that theſe cruſts or ſcabs formed 
upon the ulcers, | confine a purulent matter. 
Daran as well as other authors allow, that 
the obſtruction is not, in many inſtances, per- 
ceived till ſeveral years after its ſuppoſed cauſe, 
the gonorrhœa, has, in all appearance, been 


perfectly cured, 


It ſeems therefore very. extraordinary, that 
ulcers ſhould he dormant for 10, 20, or 30 
years, which he allows they do ||, in a part 

lo 
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ſo extremely delicate and ſenſible as the ure- 


thra. That they ſhould not grow worſe all this 


time, or occaſion an alteration in the ſtream 


of urine by leſſening in ſome meafure the dia- 
meter of the canal—that the urine ſhould be 
daily paſſing over them without at all affecting 


them by its heat or ſharpneſs—that theſe ul- 
cers ſhould be continued and maintained by 


venereal matter, which, in all other caſes, we 
find very apt to ſpread its influence ſooner, 
are circumſtances very ſurpriſing and unac- 
countable, and require the ſtrongeſt evidences 
to prove their reality, 

In the firſt part of my letter, I have endea- 
voured to prove from analogy, from an atten- 
tion to the ſymptoms, and from the autho- 
rity of our moſt celebrated anatomiſts, that 
ulcers in the paſſage are not produced in 
a gonorrhea : but I will at preſent, yield to 
the common opinion, and, ſuppoſing the 
urethra to be ulcerated in that diſtemper, let 
us ſee how this writer proves that the ulcers 
remain many years after the cure of the go- 
norrhœa has been thought perfect, without 
occalioning the leaſt interruption to the cur- 
rent of urine, or any particular ſenſibility in 


the part different from what is common. 
D After 
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After aſſerting * that caruncles and calloſi- 
ties ariſe from ulcers which lie concealed, he 
adds, 4 that they plainly. exiſt, becauſe in 
four hours, and ſometimes leſs, his medicines 
bring the incruſtations to a ſuppuration, and 


make the old ulcers. diſcharge in the ſame 
manner as when the gonorrhea was freſh 
contracted, Here then reſts the proof of 
theſe long-dormant ulcers. He puts his bou- 
gie into the urethra, and, by keeping it there 
a certain time, it brings on a running like a 
gonorrhea freſh contracted. The ſame argu- 
ment might be brought to prove that almoſt 
every man has ulcers in that part; ſince there 
is hardly any bougie, if. paſſed into the ure- 
thra, and ſuffered to lie there the time he men- * 
tions, but will generally produce the ſame effect : 
in a perſon never diſordered with venereal or 1 
any other complaints. That this is a com- 
mon ſymptom where the bougies have been 
uſed in a diſeaſed ſtate, is a very known obſer- 
vation. Wiſeman mentions + a flowing of 
matter upon the uſe of the candles. Le 
Dran, likewile, in his account of the ffula in 


perinæo, 
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perines, has the following paragraph. I The 
uſe; of bougies often occaſions:a ſuppuration 
in the urethra almoſt like that of a gonor· 
rhœa, which ſuppuration is frequently very 
beneficial in diffolving the calloſities, and con« 
tinuesno longer than whilſt the bougiesare uſed. 

Daran carries this affair tilt farther ; 

for he not only pretends that his bou- 

_ gies, by their ſpecific property, ; actuate and 

put in motion the venereal poiſon, which has 

long remained inactive in the concealed uk 

cers; but (tho he denies them to have any 
intelligent power) they will not, he fays, affect 

any part of the urethra except it is diſeaſed: 

* that if one of them is ſuffered to lie in the 

urethra of a perſon perfectly free from any 
complaint, there will not be the leaſt appear- 

ance of matter upon drawing out the bougie; 
1 and yet the ſame bougie put immediately in- 
; to a diſeaſed utethra, ſhall, when removed; 
be loaded with matter on thoſe particular parts 

of it, which were in, contact with the 

diſeaſed. Indeed he informs the reader, + 

that the trouble of making the firſt part of. 
the experiment, (the letting the bougies lie 

in the urethra of a perſon quite free from 

| D 2 complaint, 
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complaint, and expecting to ſee it drawn out 
without the leaſt appearance of matter) is un- 
neceſſary; it being ſufficient, it ſeems, that 
thoſe parts of the bougie which were ſuppoſed 
to lie in contact with the obſtructions, are 
marked particularly with matter. The truth 
of the affair is this: Any emplaſtic ſubſtance 
made into the form of a bougie, and ſuffered 
to lie in the urethra ſome hours, will irritate 
the glands of that part; and bringing on an 
increaſed ſecretion of the natural mucus, as 
well as an afflux of other humours, will pro- 
duce a diſcharge or running in almoſt every 
perſon whether diſeaſed or not. The quan- 
_ tity of the diſcharge is frequently different in 
different habits, independent of any venereal 
taint; and the ſame differences are obſery- 
able in reſpect to the colour and conſiſtence 
of the diſcharge. Where the bougies are 
uſed to cure obſtructions in the urethra, we 
not only ſee them covered with matter, but 
clots or little pieces of it are collected on par- 
ticular parts of the bougie; and generally 
about thoſe parts which lay near the obſtruc- 
tions: the diameter of the canal being leſſen- 
ed in theſe places, and, by that means the re- 
gular courſe of the urethra being interrupted, 
ſome 


Ke 1- 
ſome of the mucus probably lodges or fag: 
nates there. Not that this circumſtance is 


ways neceſſary to produce theſe appearances, 
for we ſometimes find theſe pieces of matter 


ſtick on ſeveral parts of the bougie which 


were not near the obſtruction: and even 
where the bougies have been applied | in a 
J urethra perfectly free from any diſorder, the 
oP ſame may be produced ; a larger ſecretion be- 
2 ing accidently furniſned in ſome places than 
in others, or thoſe parts of the bougies lying 
probably in contact with ſome of the larger 
lacunæ. Yet theſe Daran calls the + ſup- 
purations of preternatural ſubſtances, which 
obſtructed, or in part filled the urethra; and 
which his bougies, by their ſpecific power, 
have brought away, laying open the conceal- 
ed ulcers, Sc. He does not ſtop here; for 
he not only tells the reader that his bou- 
gies have brought the ulcers to run, and have 
ſet at liberty the poiſon which lay long con- 
cealed there; but to confirm what he has 
advanced, he undertakes to demonſtrate, that 
the running, thus brought on by the uſe of his 
bougies, is“ malignant, or infectious. He pro- 
poſes to prove this from the colour of the 

D 3 matter, 


$3 36. * 62, 


( ] 
matter, end from the -mmnnication of the 
taint, 5 
The colour of 2 matter, ag well as the 
running produced by the bougies, is a circum- 
ſtance which admits. of great deception an 
the mind of the patient, but.can have little 
Influence on the judgment of thoſe who. are 
converſant. with the venereal diſeaſe, The 
diſcharge, he lays, puts on its original colour, 

bee. ming yellow or green. Daran cannot 
ſurely . have. given much attention. to the ap- 
pearance n a gonerrhœa, or have reflected 
on the diſele arges from other parts of the 
body, upon varuous occaſions, if he can ſup- 
poſe the yellow or green colour of matter to 
be certain indications of infection. | 

I obſerved before, that in the diſeaſe of wo- 
men, commonly termed the whites, the co- 
| Jour of the diſcharge is fometimes yellow or 
green. Appearances of the ſame kind we 
ſometimes ſee in men, where there never was 
any infection. 

I took notice alſo of the yellow or green 
coloured diſcharge from the lungs of many 
perſons who never had either W 
tions or ulcers in thoſe parts. 
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The ſame is often obſervable in the" anager 
let out of abſceſſes. 

But to come to the experiment of the bou- 
gies. The diſcharge brought on by theſe in 
a ſound perſon is frequently of the fame co- 
lour as you ſee in claps. This proof of infec- 
tion therefore carries not the leaſt weight 
with it ; and I believe the other, when con- 
ſidered, will be found as inconcluſive. 

He tells us, * that if a patient, who has a 
running brought on by the bougies, ſhould be 
concerned with a woman, he will communi- 
cate infection to her; and that married men, 
whom he has adviſed to forbear commerce 
with their wives during this diſcharge, have 
been concerned with other women, and have 
infected them. How could this intelligence 
be procured ? Was it from the man or the 
woman? I ſhould ſuſpe& the evidence of 
either. The man could not judge of this but 
from the information of the woman; and if a 
man, believing himſelf infected, ſcrupulouſſy 
avoids commerce with his wife, to what other 
woman has he recourſe? in all probability 
to one devoted to the promiſcuous uſe of 
mankind; and J ſhould think it much more 
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likely that ſuch à one ſhould give a real in- 


moſt obſtinate or inveterate caſe. Col de Vi- 


reality, only neceſſary in particular caſes, one 


140 


fection to him. But whatever reaſons might 
induce Daran to advance this, he muſt excuſe 
the general belief of it till the certainty of 
the accident is better eſtabliſhed ; becauſe, at 
preſent, we find by experience that the fact 
appears otherwiſe. Give me leave to mention 
a circumſtance or two more relating to this 
author. | 

A man that pretends to a ſecret or particular 
method of curing a diſeaſe, ſeldom allows any 
other man to underſtand it; and generally 
ſets up his own knowledge as infallible. All 
authors, * ſays Daran, look upon the obſtruc- 
tions in the urethra as incurable ; yet he gives 
you a quotation from C de YVilars + where 
that author propoſes a very rational and plain f 
method, and tells you that it will cure the 4 


lars obſerves, indeed, that the urethra has a 
diſpoſition to contract; and therefore adviſes 
the uſe of the bougie once a month, to pre- 
vent ſuch an accident. As this caution is, in 


cannot ſuppoſe Daran objects to it, eſpecially 
as it is agreeable to his own acknowledged 
practice; 


87, f vol. 4. p. 155, 


(4) 
neadhice ; ; for * whenever the diſorder is ſitu- 
ated near the veru-montanum, which it very 
frequently is, he always adviſes a continuance 
of his bougies, becauſe of the diſpoſition which 
he ſays thoſe parts have to contract; and yet this 
is very inconſiſtent with his general preten- 
fions. He allows + that Col de 75 ilars's bougies 
will relax the fibres of the urethra and gradu- 
ally dilate the paſſage, and if mercurial plai- 
ſter enters their compoſition, he allows them 
likewiſe a diſſolving power, but theſe he de- 
nies to be all the intentions of cure: no, his 
bougies, by a ſpecific 4 antivenereal and de- 
terſive quality, open the concealed ulcers, ſub. 
due the poiſon lurking in the ulcers, cleanſe 
and heal them; and cure the diſeaſe F radi- 
cally. How happens it then, if the diſeaſe 
is cured by medicines ſpecifically adapted to 
a peculiar poiſon, and cured radically, that 
the parts are liable to a contraction, which 
will renew the ſymptons of the diſeaſe, eſpe- 
cially as the veru-montanum lies ſufficiently 
open to the application of the bougies? Either 
his remedy has no ſpecific power, or is leſs 
effectual than he would allow it to be. 
Daran 


F Obſ, 6, zwe partie p. 137. + 158, f 136. $ 23 


* 

— — = 
- pe - 
— — 


[ 42 ] 
Daran mentions frequently his own infalli- 
Wh bility. * He talks of the infallible ſucceſs of 
| his remedy, and that all ſorts of gonorrliœas 
| and their ill conſequences are cured by him. 
i Vet he allows $ that two hundred of his pa- 
tients miſſed their eure, by their diſorder being 
complicated with ſome other diſeaſe. We 
ſhould have been informed particularly what 
thoſe diſeaſes were. It is plain they were 
not of the venereal kind ; becauſe, || when- 
ever he finds the cure protracted longer than 
ordinary, without ſome apparent cauſe, he 
has immediate recourſe to a falivation, and a 
cure is effected. Are the following ſome of 
the complicated diſorders which prevented the 
nſual ſucceſs? for he acquaints the reader, 
that ulcers in the bladder, in the proſtate 
gland, and ſeminary veſicles, will receive no 
advantage from his method; fo likewiſe ul- 
cers which have been of long ſtanding, or of 
fo virulent a nature as to have cauſed a great 
loſs of ſubſtance, admit of no cure. 
Here at leaſt then the infallibility ceaſes. 
In the concluſion of his Preliminary diſ- 
courſe, he declares no patient of his ever had 
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[ 43 ] 
a relapſe unleſs he laboured under a complica- 
cation of diſeaſes: but how is it to be determin- 
ed when the diforder was complicated or not? 
for if we admit that his incurable cafes fail'd 
of ſucceſs by the complication of diſeaſes, we 
can never ſuppoſe, if the diſorders in the ure- 


thra have been radically cured, that other 


diſeaſes will renew the obſtructions there. 
Nay, he adds immediately, 'that he cannot 
* ſay the diſeaſe never returns, becauſe ſome 
of his patients get freſh claps, which, he 
complains, they + attribute to a return of 
the former diſorder, — chuſing to facrifice his 
character as well as their own veracity, rather 
than acknowledge their incontinence. It muſt 
rely then upon the credit of the patient and 
his. ſurgeon to determine whoſe account is 
right; tho' the patient ſeems to have one cir- 
cumſtance ſtrongly in his favour, and that is, 
the improbability of a freſh clap producing 


| theſe obſtructions. If the patient has had, 


according to Daran, excreſeences or cicatrices 
in his urethra from claps ill treated, and if, 
by a ſpecific remedy adapted to the nature 
of theſe complaints, they have been radically 


and 
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[ 44 
and abſolutely cured, will the accident of a 
freſh clap neceflarily produce. freſh excreſcen- 
ces or cicatrices in the urethra ?. No more, one 


| ſhould imagine, than a common clap. proper- 
ly treated would produce the ſame-obſtructions . 


in any indifferent perſon. 

As to the. cenſure . which, he * ſome 
people paſs upon him &, that the diſorders in 
the urethra which he et had the treatment 


# & % B 


of, always return, I am convinced it is very 
unjuſt ; for tho' he is erroneous in ſome par- 
ticulars, and we know by experience that 
he is very far from being infallible, yet, as the 
bougies which he uſes are. of a good conſi- 
ſtence, and I ſuppoſe free from corroſive in- 
gredients, I make no doubt but, by a careful 
application of them, he will generally have 
the ſame ſucceſs that other people have. After 
all, it muſt be allowed that Daran has been of 
ſome ſervice to the public ; for tho' in his book 


he advances wrong notions about the nature of 


the diſorder and the requiſites for the cure, 
yet his extraordinary pretenſions to a ſpecific 
remedy and his boaſted infallibility, en gaged 
the 2 attention; and the boldneſs of his 

aſſer- 


189. 
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ꝝaſſertions becoming the object of enquiry: and 
conſideration to the profeſſion, 'a method of 
treating theſe caſes properly, which was be- 
fore beginning to diffuſe itſelf, became in a 
little time univerſally known. 

When Daran's Preliminary diſcourſe firſt 
appeared, many thought that there really was 
ſome powerful medical virtue in the compo- 
ſition of his bougies. In conſequence of this 
* opinion a variety of things, particularly the 
14 ö whole tribe of mercurials, was tried to anſwer 

the ſame purpoſes which his bougies were ſaid 
to do. It appeared from theſe experiments, 
that all thoſe which were of a good form and 
conſiſtence, which were free from painful and 
irritating ingredients, and were properly uſed, 
did exactly anſwer in producing the ſame ap- 
| pearances in regard to the diſcharge, as well 
q as every advantage in reſpe& to the cure. 
Many, therefore, for a little time imagined 
themſelves poſſeſſed of the ſpecific ſecret ; 

but the knowledge of the diſorder and its cure 
becoming more general, theſe kind of no- 
tions ſoon loſt their credit: and now you daily 
ſee the worſt cafes cured by bougies of diffe- 
rent compoſitions, the ingredients of which 


3 claim 


[46 ] 
claim no extraordinary or ſecret medical vir= 
rues adapted to the ſuppoſed poiſon, co. 

Having now given you the remarks which. 
I had to make on Turner's opinion and treat- 
ment of a gonorrhœa, and having made, I 
fear, too long a digreſſion on the ſubject of 
obſtructions in the urethra and Daran's diſ- 
courſe upon them, I ſhall reſume my original 
deſign, and take the liberty of offering a few 
obſervations on Aftruc. 
No one can read this author without ad- 
miring his learning and ingenuity. His hiſtory 
of the venereal diſeaſe, with his account of 
the nature, cauſe and cure of it, and his 
abridgment of the ſeveral diſcourſes which 
have been publiſhed upon the ſubject, contain 
a great deal of curious and inſtructive know- 
ledge. It is however much to be lamented 
that Afruc ſometimes treats the ſubje& too 
ſyſtematically, and in a manner too diffuſive. 

In books relating to particular ſciences, it 
ſhould, I preſume, be the author's chief en- 
deavour to give ſuch a plain account of his 
opinion, that ſtudents of the ſcience or pro- 
feſſion of which he treats may clearly under- 
ſtand, and by that means improve from his 
inſtructions. If a great many additional cir- 
cumſtance 


(4 ] 
cumſtances are thrown in-which are otkor un- 
neceſſary or uncertain, and yet to the unexpe- 
rienced are made to appear of equat impor- 
tance with the moſt eſſential, the conſequence 
muſt often be perplexity and confuſion. - 
In the account which Afruc gives of the 
ſeveral authors who have written on the vene- 
real diſeaſe, he condemns Turner for want of 
order or method in his manner of writing 
I ſhall not take upon me to determine the 
juſtneſs of the criticiſm, but cannot help ob- 
ſerving that Afruc ſeems to have erred by a 
redundancy of method, having divided and 
ſubdivided his definitions and deſcriptions of 


diſorders in ſuch a manner, as makes them 
ſometimes appear to a practitioner rather the 
offspring of imagination than the reſult of 
practical obſervation. This is ſeen remarkably 
in his account of the confirmed pox, where 
he mixes ſo many other complaints with the 
venereal ſymptoms, that it is difficult to ſay 
when a man is not poxed : and yet I believe 
there are few diſeaſes ſo plain to be diſtinguiſh- 
ed in general as venereal diſorders are, nor 
hardly any one to which the body is liable 
that admits of a more certain cure. In this 
inſtance 
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inſtance therefore, making the ſymptoms ſo 


numerous and uncertain not only confounds the 


unexperienced, but may encourage the ground- 
leſs fears of the timorous, as well as be made 
ſubſervient to the ſchemes of deſigning men, 
who readily improve the apprehenſions of the 
patient to their own private intereſt. At pre- 
ſent I ſhall more particularly conſider what 
relates to the gonorrhœa. 


In his account of a gonorrhea A/iruc makes 


four diſtin ſpecies of it in men with reſpect 
to its ſituation. He deſcribes ikewiſe + three 
diſtin& ſpecies of it with reſpect to the cauſe ; 
as proceeding from a fimple inflammation— 
from a more violent inflammation—or depend- 
ing upon the ulceration and ſuppuration of the 
parts diſeaſed. He then adds, that as the in- 
flammation of any part may be of four kinds, 
according to the ſpecies of tumour with which 
it is joined (agreeable to the antient diviſion of 
tumours into phlegmon, eryſipelas, &c.) fo 
the ſame may be ſaid of the inflammation that 
is the cauſe of a gonorrhea ; and therefore, 
admitting the ſame number of diſtinctions in 
this caſe, he reckons four different kinds of this 
diſeaſe with reſpect to the ſpecies of || inflam- 
ng mation ; 
* 247 + 250 | 1d. 
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mation; making thus ſeveral ſorts of gonor- 
rhœas which depend upon the different ſeat, 
cauſe, and ſpecies of cauſe; and obſerving ſtill 
farther, that each diſtinct kind may have diffe- 
rent degrees with various ſymptoms peculiar 
to itſelf, and be capable by a mixture of 2 
to produce many more. 

Theſe diſtinctions he endeavours to port 
by reaſoning from analogy on the inflammato- 
ry diſorders of the lungs and inteſtines; He af- 
terwards mentions the ſigns by which you are 
to diſtinguiſh the different cauſes of the gonor- 
rhea. Amongſt theſe he relies chiefly upon 
the colour of the matter, from which a certain 
judgment may, 9 he ſays, be formed. Thus a 
clear, white, and aſh- coloured running is made 
to denote only a ſimple inflammation. The 
fame running being of a ſaffron- colour, yel - 
low, or diſcoloured with drops of blood, 
ſhows an inflammation accompanied with an 
extravaſation of blood. A yellowiſh-green, or 
a dark green running, mixed with matter, ar- 
gues the inflammation to be attended with ul- 
cers or a ſuppuration. 

So likewiſe you are to form 4 conjocture of 
the * ſpecies of inflammation, amongſt other 
E ſigns, 
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- ſigns, from the quantity, conſiftence; and acri- 
mony of the matter: thus he deſcribes it. to be 
of the cedematous. kind of inflammation if the 
diſcharge is plentiful, thin and not very ſharp; 
and ſo of the reſt, as you may 124% Sg nog 
cularly by conſulting the author. 

The event alſo of the diſorder and: the: __ 
thod of cure, are made to depend 1 * 
theſe differences and diſtinctions T. | 

I an far from thinking chat yak to. 

be cured byithe ſame means, an improptiety in 
the, management of theſs complaintz which 
has been perhaps. tos common. The age, 
ſtrength. and conſtitution ofi the patient, the 
ſtate of the diſeaſe, and other occaſional cir- 
cumſtances, ought no doubt to be attended to; 
hut the numerous diſtinctions made by Afruc 
muſt certainly in ſome 3 rather porples 
than improve. | 

Suppoſe, for example, a ROPE not + 
converſant with practice relies on the great 
credit of Airuc, and takes him for his guide. 
According to this author's inſtructions, he will 
coniider the colour of the running as indicatory 
cf the ſtate of the inflammation. If the run- 
nin S is white, clear, or aſh- coloured, he ſup- 
0 poſes 
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(151 ] 
poſes. there is only a ſimple in ſtaturnation; and: 
thus proceeds to ſonm His judgment of the dif- 
ferent: ſtate, of the diſeaſe from the different 
colours of the matter. as before deſcribed. - - 
In reality theſe indications are far from be- 
ing certain; for you will oftem ſee a badi colour-" 
ed running with very mild fymptoms, and the 
contrary woes! the: . d rt 
ttoubleſomaty': . 

Again, if Wenene a quan- 
tity. and ſharpneſs: of che running, in order to 
know what ſpecibs uf inflammationithe gonbr- . 
rhœa partakes of, he will find himſelf full as 
much or mote at a loſs than he was ab6iit the 
colour. Thus while he is attentive tu diſtover 
and. diſtinguiſh ſymptoms which cannot he fe 
lied on with any degrbe of certalülty, he per- 5 
plexes his mintb wilk real trifles/ tho! of ſcem. 
ing importance, and neglects pisbably the Gh. 
ſervation of obvious and plain appearances, | 
which would have! deen ufefer nee 
direct his practice. - | 

What I have Already obſerved of PIR ca- 
runcles and cicatriges;: Has anticipatet any für- 
thet conſideration off theſe in reſpect to Aut, 
who is very circumſtutitial in His ateoüft f 
the nature and differences of ther. That 
here therefore take my leave of this author for 
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the prefent, with acknowledgin g, that how- 
ever he may have indulged himſelf in 
theſe ſyſtematical refinements, which will be 
apt in ſome inſtances to miſlead the unexperi- 
enced ; yet it may, I believe, be truly allowed 
that his treatiſe on the venereal diſeaſe con- 
tains a more general knowledge of the diſtem- 
per than all the other works that had been 
written before him on the ſubject. I will 
give you no farther trouble, by adding any 
thing more concerning the gonorrhea, except 
what relates to ſome particular methods of 
treating it. 

From the accounts we have of the — 


cular or uncommon methods recommended 


for the cure of a gonorrhea, we find them 
in general calculated to ſtop the running ſoon 
after its firſt appearance. The chief remedies 
employed for this purpoſe have been either 
rough preparations .of mercury given internal- 
ly, or certain liquors injected into the paſſage. 
The firſt of theſe making a ſtrong revulſion, 
or derivation of the hamours from the parts 
affected, gave ſometimes ſuch a ſudden check 
to the diſcharge as intirely ſtopped it ; but the 
exceſſive vomitings or purgings which they 
frequently produced, were ſhocks too violent 
| | for- 
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for moſt conſtitutions to bear. A falivation 
was another common conſequence - of their 
uſe, which, with their general inefficacy and 
uncertainty, deſtroyed the credit of theſe 
medicines. 

Injections, which always had their adyo- 
cates, came hence probably more into eſteem ; 
and indeed the beſt, or what was called the 
regular practice in curing a clap, was till of 
late years fo extremely diſagreeable as well as 
hurtful to the conſtitution, that it is no won- 
der men were induced to try almoſt any other 
means rather than ſubmit to ſuch kind of diſ- 
cipline. On the contrary, the cure by injec- 
tions was ſaid to be both eaſy and expeditious, 
two circumſtances of powerful recommendation. 

In the compoſition of the injections which 
have been celebrated for their remarkable ef- 
ficacy, we find in general the baſis of them 
was ſome preparation of mercury. Twas, I 
ſuppoſe, imagined, that the diſeaſe was ſo far 
local, that an application of, what was deem- 
ed, the general ſpecific to the immediate ſeat 
of the diſtemper, would have a more ſpeedy 
and as certain an effect as giving the mercury 
nx. and making it paſs the courſe of 
E 3 the 


[54] 
the ulation due it reached the pars 
Aenne. dupslto nod 

Many me of this fart haye ben high 
ly extolled-: Each had che ſime virtyes.be- 
ſtowed on it, being all ſpecifically adapted 
0 deſtroy the yepereal. poiſon, and declared 
2 of curing che Ailceſe Seck, 2 
0 remgdy fo happy i in its effects myſt, u- 
doubtedly he approyed, and the gredit oli 
uni erſally eſtabliſhed: how happened then 
gained a Certain degree of reputation, and 
been brought into frequent uſe, ſhould ſoon 
afterwards intirely loſe its credit that a ſue- 
ceſſion of remedies applied in the ſame man- 
ner ſhould from the firſt uſe of them to the 
preſent hour enjoy the ſame faſhion of the 
times, and afterwards partake the ſame fate ? 
A method of cure that was thought to fave ſo 
much time and trouble, and give fo very little 
interruption. to men's pleaſures, could hardly 
be abandoned from the mere caprice of man- 
kind. It ſhould ſeem therefore, that the ne- 
glect of theſe remedies was owing to their in- 
efficacy, or becauſe they were productive of 


ſome conſiderable incenveniencies; circum- 
ſtances 
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RaneesWhith could not be well Known till 
they came into common uſe: their fl conſe- 
quèness Were then oſtener felt, and the acci- 
dents #ifing from them, by being frequent, 

became the objects uf public notice. 
It has been urged againſt injections, that 
they frequently failed to ſtop the diſcharge, or 
if they did ſtop it, tas only for a ſhort time, 
and the running appeared afterwards with 
additional violence that very painful ſwel- 
ings and inflimmations of the teſticles, &c. of- 
ten enſued the uſe of them, and that va- 
rious 'fymptoms of the pox were occafiorietl 
by this ſudden ſuppreſſion of the diſcharge. 
It his likewiſe been of late years much be- 
lieved, that the obſtructions in the urethra 
owe their cauſe very frequently to theſe kind 

of remedies. 1 

I do not enumerate theſe accidents from 
injections as diſapproving the uſe of them in- 
tirely : I am convinced they may be employed 
with ſafety and propriety in many caſes, and 
that in ſome inſtances the cure cannot be 
compleated without them. At the fame time 
there is, I think, a great impropriety in the in- 
diſcrimihate uſe of theſe medicines; and, when 
222 E 4 they 
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they do prove ſerviceable, I am | perſuaded 
the benefit is not in the leaſt degree owing to 
any ſpecific property of the injected liquor. 
| Few remedies have, I believe, been em- 
| ployed with leſs judgment than injections, or | 
| ſpoke of with leſs impartiality. Some people } 
finding that diſcharges which appeared to be 
of a bad nature, have been ſafely and effectual - 
J cured by them after other means had failed, 
have imputed this to the ſpecific power of 
the injected liquor; and have been induced 
to think that the cure of all claps ought to 
be attempted by the ſame method. On the 
contrary, others having obſerved frequent in- 
ſtances either of the inefficacy or the ill ef- 
fects of injections, have been diſpoſed to reject 
the uſe of them intirely. Both theſe opinions 
ſeem to be erroneous, and have, I preſume, a- 
riſen not only from imperfect or wrong ideas 
concerning the nature of the diſtemper, but in 
a great meaſure from the want of conſidering 
the common properties of the injected liquors. 
All injections that are of uſe to lefſen or ſtop 
the running, whether mercury enters their com- 
poſition or not, have no other eſſential difference 
than in their degrees of reſtringency. Mer- 


curial 
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curial injections have been employed with a 
view of deſtroying the venereal taint—they 
have ſometimes ſtoped the diſcharge and cured 
the patient effectually and fafely—the ſuc- 
ceſs has been attributed to the ſpecific nature 
of the mercurial part of the compoſition, — 
Improperly ſo.—For admitting that mercury is 
neceſſary to the cure, which is far from being 
conſtantly the caſe, how is it to be ſerviceable 
in this manner of application? You add ſome 
preparation of mercury to a fluid, and this 
fluid is to be ſyringed up the paſſage. I will 
admit even that the venereal poiſon lies open 
to the immediate contact of the mercury; and 
that the mercurial particles are ſo perfectly 
incorporated with the fluid, that they are 
well injected into the paſſage: is it to be 
expected that this flight contact of the mer- 
curial particles, mixed thus with a large quan- 
tity of liquid, can be of efficacy to deſtroy 
an infectious matter? The operation of theſe 
injections may be accounted for a much eaſier 
way. The mercurials that have been recom- 
mended for this purpoſe, are compoſed of quick- 
ſilver and an acid formed into different pre- 
parations by different proceſſes, When any of 
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theſe are Added to water or other liquids to 
make che infechiot Which is to be Fring ed up 
the paſſage, the nature of the fluid is altered 
by the acid; and What was before a fimple 
plain liquor, is now becorne a reſtringent one. 
The proof of this is very eaſily determined by 
talking khe injection, Which you will find leaves 
a pungency or toughneſs upon the tongue. 
Thus what was locked upon as a ſecret for 
theſe complaints, and was ſuppoſed to work 
its effects by a ſpecific property to ſubdue the 
venereal taint, is in reality nothing more 
than a common reftringent, acting as ſuch in 
a greater or lefs degree, according to the 
quantity of the prepatation added. to the 


liquor. The truth of this obſervation is far- 


ther confirmed by the variety of other injec- 
tions which are now in uſe, and which per- 


fectly correſpond in their effects with thoſe 
of the mercurial kind. You” will meet with 
a great many receipts for the compoſition of 
theſe, and the principal ingredients of them, 
you will find to be of the reſtringent claſs. 
Such, for inſtance, are vitriol, alum, verdi- 


greaſe, limewater with ſome of the drying 


powders, as bole, lapis - calaminaris, or japan 
earth. Several other medicines are employed 
for 
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for the ſame purpoſe, and are of the ſame 
nature, From this common property of reftrin- 
gency you will readily account for the uſes that 
injections may ſerye, as well as the miſchiefs 
they may occaſion ;. and we find by experience 
that the ſame advantages and the ſame ill con- 
ſequences have been produced alike by all of 
them; for as there are none of theſe but may 
be prejudicial if employed at improper times, 
ſo any of them may often be uſed with ſafety, 
as well as ſucceſs, when the ee is in a 
condition to be ſtoped. 5 
Monſ. Daran, becauſe he found with 4 
practitioners, that reftringent injections uſed 
improperly would ſometimes occaſion contra- 
ctions or obſtructions in the urethra, rejects 
the uſe of * aſtringents intirely. He denies 
that a gleet is owing to a relaxation of the 
parts, and inſiſts that the diſcharge is ſup- 
plied by ,an ulcer which remains unhealed, 
Thus making no diſtinction between a gleet 
attended with obſtructions. in the paſſage, in 
which caſes reſtringent injections would cer- 
tainly be pernicious, and a gleet furniſhed by 
4 fluxion of humours to the glands of the ure- 
thra, he very injudiciouſly employs . the ſame 
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"method of cure for both, Remedies of this 
kind, however, wilt probably preſerve a conſi- 
derable degree of credit; for tho the promiſ- 
cuous uſe and mifapplication of them will be 
productive of bad conſequences and difcredit 
Particular forms or fecret compoſitions, yet 
there are ſome circumſtances which will al- 
ways be favourable to injections in general. 
There are caſes where they are really neceſ- 
ſary, particularly when there has been a long 
continued fluxion of humours to the urethra, 
we find fometimes that no other means will 
put a ſtop to the running. There may poſſibly 
be cafes, where the infection is originally fo 
light that the ſuppreſſion of the running at its 
firſt appearance may not injure the conſtitution, 
or if it does, the conſequences may not be diſco- 
vered till a confiderable time afterwards; and as 
thoſe that have a common recourſe to injecti- 
ons have generally a very free commerce with 
women, the accidents really owing to the ufe 
of mections are attributed probably to ſome 
later 1 injury. 

Some practitioners who have ſeen bad ef- 
ſects to ariſe from the uſe of theſe remedies 
will allow them no merit upon any occaſion. 

From 
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From this prejudice they ſometimes purſue 
means. which prove ineffectual, till at laſt the: 
patient has recourſe to injections and ſucceeds; 
much to the credit of the remedy. |. Bat there 
is another circumſtance ſtill more favcurable;; 
and which has, I believe, procuredgreater oredit 
to every extraordinary method of curing caps 
than any real mecit:in them all; 

You frequently hear of great encomiums: 
made upon the cute of freſh contracted claps 
in a few days. Different people have ſucceeded 
in this by different ways, and amongſt other 
things uſed for this purpoſe an. W. 
been reckoned famous. 

The real diſorder in theſe caſes ſeems Gow 
times to be miſtaken, or deſignedly miſcalled. » 

Men who have rode long or haſty journeys, 
or have uſed violent exerciſes of any kind— - 
others who have been guilty of excels in drink- - 
ing, or too free an indulgence with women, 
will frequently have a running appear which is 
ſometimes of a bad colour and very confider- 
able in quantity; and if the body has been 
much heated, the patient may feel ſome kind 
of ſenſation upon making water different from 
what is common, This appearance of matter, 


whether 
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whether there is a drop onlyor a large quantity, 
is uſually called a clap, eſpecially if it has been 
preceded by commerce with women; and as 
any method will generally cure theſe com- 
plaints very eaſy, injections ſhare the credit of 
ſuch performances. 

I have now finiſhed the oniledannions which: 
I propoſed to make, as far as "relates: to the 
gonorrhea, 

In ſpeaking of Turner, 1 l conſidered 
the prevailing opinion of ulcers being formed 
in the urethra by the venereal: matter; a ſub- 
je& which has been diſputed by others, but 
never, I think, ſufficiently attended to. I 
have endeavoured likewiſe to explode the' uſe 
of ſtrong purges with large quantities of calo- 
mel. Doctor Turner himſelf, in a comment 
which he publiſhed on 4/firuc ſome years ago, 
has taken an opportunity of ſpeaking leſs fa- 
vourably of theſe ; tho' he there continues to 
recommend his former manner of treating the 
inflammatory ſwelling of the teſticles, in oppo- 
ſition to very plain and rational directions given 
by that author. In his comment he- propoſes, 
for the cure of a gonorrhea, a compoſition of 
quick- ſilver, gum- guaiacum and pil, coeh: ; a 
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method liable to great exceptions, and 
ths whole little preſerablb to the others Ehe 
2 of theſe pills wilt. bei ſhund⸗ very un⸗ 

n: in many inſtances they weil prodertt:a 
2455 vation, and Alb more frequrutiy wulchein 
the: conſtitution und of dur ſet inarraſt tn 
flammatdry ſyinmptarns. Inſtehad of erterinꝶ iu, 
immediately apdntheuſt of nerourialoioralmatt 
alb caſes, and alt ſtateg'of the diſcuſs alths;/ the 
cooling method: uſdally employed in moſt in- 
flammatory and painful diforders — 
doubtedly be much more eaß and ſervicrab 


and if, mercury is ds judged ed l 
ceſſary, it may be given then with — 
vantage and fewer inconvenieneies. 


I have next given a hiſtory of the obſtruc- 
tions in the urethra, and the chief methods 
which have been practiſed for the cure of 
them. From this account you will be natu- 
rally led to obſerve, that if the true nature of 
a gonorrhœa had been underſtood, the vio 
lence uſed in forcing off excreſcences with 
wax candles, or the attempts to deſtroy either 
them or cicatrices by cauſtic applications, 
would never have been thought of. 

; Upon this ſubje& I could not omit: to men- 
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tion Daran s performance, and to obſerve the 
errors which he advances concerning the 


cauſes of the obſtructions, as well as the re- 
quiſites to the cure, and the appearances uſu- 
ally brought on by the uſe of bougies. 

The freedom which I have taken with 
the celebrated work of Afiruc will, I hope, be 
pardonable. If what I have faid in relation 
to his manner of writing be true, the notice. 
I have taken of it is what you had a right to 
expect from me, agreeable to the deſign of 
my letter. 

What I hens. added of injeQions, in order 
to explain the manner of their operation, or 
wherein their power conſiſts, will, I hope, be 
acceptable: the more ſo as authors who have 
mentioned theſe kinds of remedies, have con- 
tented themſelves chiefly with giving poſitive 
determinations of their being uſeful or preju- 
dicial, without attempting any rational account 
of their nature or uſe, 

I have been equally deſirous to remove the 
prejudices concerning the ſpecific power of 
particular injections, as I was to confute the 
ſame notion about particular bougies. Indeed 
all ſuch. pretences, however they may ſerve 
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private purpoſes, are hindrances to the ad- 
vancement of true knowledge, by taking off 
men's attention from the obſervation of real 
truths, and directing their views to falſe ob- 
jects. 

The purſuit of this ſubje& might lead into 
a general enquiry of falſe pretences to extra- 
ordinary ways of curing venereal complaints; 
Numerous inſtances would readily occur, as 
the venereal diſeaſe is one of the principal re- 
ſources of quackery and phyſical impoſition; 
The apprehenſions with which moſt men are 
affected on the flighteſt occaſions of this kind; 
the ſecrecy which is uſually obſerved in the 
management of theſe diforders, and of courſe 
the many ſcenes of ignorance and deceit which 
paſs unnoticed to the world for fear of ex- 
poſing the injured party, are circumſtances _ 
very | favourable to that . extenſive branth of 
phyſic. I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of theſe 
particularly in the proſecution of my ſubjeR, 
being next to examine the methods recom- 
mended for the cure of this diſeaſe in its more 
malignant ſtate, the pox. At preſent, how- 
ever, I muſt decline the undertaking till 


ſome other opportunity occurs: give me 


leave only to obſerve, that as you profeſſed 
F yourſelf 
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yourſelf. but little acquainted with practiee in 
this diſeaſe, J may perhaps have. ſometimes 
addreſſ d myſelf to you in a manner--whieh 
I ſhould not otherwiſe have taken the liberty: 
to do, 


THO. GATAKER. 
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